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Welcome
Jillian Harvey, President Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP

Blessing of the Food
Rev. David Kilpatrick, 2nd Vice President Mystic Valley Area

Branch NAACP
Senior Pastor, West Medford Baptist Church  

Brunch Buffet Served 

Introduction of Performance
Jillian Harvey, President Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP

Performance
Terry E. Carter, Medford's Inaugural Poet Laureate

Jonathan A. Fagan, Jazz Pianist, Composer, Accompanist

Introduction of keynote Panel
Jennifer Yanco, Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP

Executive Committee Member

Panelists
Crystal Haynes, Moderator

Nancy Brumback, League of Women Voters of MA
Samuel Gebru, Black Lion Strategies

Traci Griffith, American Civil Liberties Union of MA

Raffle
Ed Ligon, Treasurer Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP
Gordon McIntosh, Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP

Executive Committee Member

Closing Remarks
Jillian Harvey, President Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP

PROGRAM
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Crystal Haynes is a two-time Emmy-

nominated reporter and anchor, Senior

Communications Director of United

Way of Massachusetts Bay, and the

host of GBH’s Greater Boston and

Basic Black. She is a longtime advocate

for maternal/fetal health research and

advocacy and economic justice. 

Nancy Brumback lobbies the legislature

on election and voting legislation for the

League of Women Voters of

Massachusetts. She has been the

League's representative on the Election

Modernization Coalition, working with

partners including the ACLU, Common

Cause and MassVOTE on that legislation, 

for 12 years, and is also the League's representative on the

Election Protection Coalition to provide non-partisan poll

monitors on Election Day. She was a director of the League of

Women Voters of Massachusetts for 10 years, and is a retired

journalist.

NANCY BRUMBACK

CRYSTAL HAYNES - MODERATOR

She grew up in Springfield, MA, and has a Bachelor's degree in

Brodcast Journalism with a concentration in history and political

communication from Emerson College and Masters Degree from

Northeastern University in Media Advocacy.
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SAMUEL GEBRU

Samuel M. Gebru is a social

entrepreneur, educator, and policy

analyst with over 18 years of

experience in political strategy and

nonprofit leadership across the

United States and East Africa.

He is the CEO of Black Lion Strategies, and a Professor of the

Practice of Political Science at Tufts University. His public

service journey began at age 13, raising awareness for

maternal health issues, sparking his lifelong commitment to

economic opportunity and social justice. A former candidate

for the Cambridge, MA City Council and the inaugural Director

of Policy and Public Affairs at the Black Economic Council of

Massachusetts, he has built a career shaping coalitions,

driving initiatives, and forging strategic partnerships to uplift

marginalized communities.

In addition to his professional roles, Gebru serves on multiple

boards and committees, including the Harris Victory Fund,

Ayanna Pressley for Congress, American Civil Liberties Union

of Massachusetts, Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action,

WilmerHale Legal Services Center of Harvard Law School,

and the Center for Virology and Vaccine Research at Harvard

Medical School and Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center.
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Her previous career as an Associate Professor in the

Communications Department at Simmons University and as Chair

of the Media Studies Department at St. Michael’s College in

Vermont, focused on First Amendment law and ethics, as well as

Race and Gender representation in media. She continues to teach

as an adjunct at Simmons and also runs a cultural competency

training business.

Traci is a former correspondent and national editor for the

Associated Press and continues to pursue journalism with

independent writing and broadcast projects. She holds University

degrees from Notre Dame Law School, an M.S. in Journalism from

Florida A&M, and BA in Political Science from DePaul. She lives in

Cambridge with her 4-pound chihuahua Bessie.

TRACI GRIFFITH

A lawyer, journalist, academic, and

advocate, Traci Griffith currently serves

as the Racial Justice Program Director

for the ACLU of Massachusetts. Her

transition to the staff of ACLUM comes

after serving the organization on the

National ACLU Board of Directors, on

the Executive Committee, and as the

National Board Secretary.
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The LWVMA, part of the national League, is a grassroots, non-

partisan organization founded in 1920. LWVMA includes 43 local

Leagues covering over 100 communities around the state, with over

3,000 members. The League works to empower voters and defend

democracy. We also support legislation and action in a wide range of

areas, including women's health, climate change, education,

immigration reform, gun control, health equity and more.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MASSACHUSETS

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF MASSACHUSETTS
The ACLU of Massachusetts—a private, nonpartisan organization

with more than 82,000 supporters across the Commonwealth and

over 100,000 online activists—is a state affiliate of the national

ACLU. We defend the principles enshrined in the Massachusetts

Declaration of Rights, as well as the U.S. Constitution and Bill of

Rights through advocacy, litigation and legislative action. The range

of civil liberties issues we cover is extensive, and includes

reproductive freedom, privacy and surveillance, immigrants rights,

freedom of speech and expression, criminal law reform and voting

rights among many others.

BLACK LION STRATEGIES
Established on January 11, 2022, Black Lion Strategies is a social

impact and public affairs consulting firm founded and led by Samuel

M. Gebru. Inspired by the rare and majestic black-maned lions

endemic to East Africa, we take a unique and highly personalized

approach to our work. Problems are opportunities. Guided by our

commitment to social impact, we are passionate about getting into

good trouble.



He has published six volumes of dynamic, provocative poetry,

including his most recent book, Brown Skin and the Brilliant Sun:

A Poet’s Opus (Fall, 2023). Terry is a classically trained poet

whose inspirations range from Shakespeare to the Harlem

Renaissance.

He lists faith, history, social justice, and legacy as key among his

diverse literary influences. Terry was named the inaugural Poet

Laureate of Medford, MA in July 2021 and served for two years

as the city’s chief bard. Terry is an ordained pastor and arts

minister. He is married to Terésa J. Carter and the couple have an

adult daughter, Maya N. Carter. To learn more about Terry, please

visit his website: www.brownskinnedpoet.net

POET LAUREATE
TERRY E. CARTER
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Terry E. Carter was born and raised in

Medford, MA. He is a graduate of Fisk

University (1980) and was a graduate

fellow in Mass Communications at

Boston University (1983-1985).
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of bebop greats, Fagan’s style combines the avant-garde colors
of modern jazz icons with a relatable lyricism and light touch.
 
Today Fagan is a very active composer and arranger in and
around his Belmont home. With sponsoring grants from the
Medford Cultural Council and the Winchester Community Music
School, Jonathan convened the inaugural Medford Jazz Festival
in 2020.

As a strong advocate for community outreach, Fagan has
partnered with dozens of local artists, including Poet Terry E.
Carter and Terri Lyne Carrington’s Jazz and Gender Justice
institute of Berklee College of Music.

He received his Masters degree in Jazz Piano Performance from
the Eastman School of Music in 2017 and earned his Bachelor of
Music Degree in classical and jazz piano performance from
Lawrence University Conservatory in Wisconsin in 2015. Past
teachers and mentors include highly innovative pianist Bill
Carrothers, the late composer Fred Sturm, and Boston and New
York piano luminary Kevin Harris.

Jonathan Adam Fagan is rapidly
becoming a vibrant force within
Boston’s music community as a
prolific jazz pianist, composer,
accompanist, and educator. Heavily
inspired by twentieth-century
classical harmony along with the work 

MUSICAL ARTIST
JONATHAN A. FAGAN



into a new role this fall as the inaugural Chief Equity Officer for

the Massachusetts Municipal Association.

Prior to obtaining her Masters in Public Affairs from Brown

University in 2019,  she resided in the greater Boston area and

worked in the Autism Spectrum Center at the Boston Children’s

Hospital and as a youth leader at the Brookline Teen Center. Her

occupations and personal experiences exposed her to the lack of

access to healthcare and the educational gaps within

underserved communities which compelled her to further serve

under-represented communities and combat social injustices.

She attended the University of Massachusetts Amherst and

received her Bachelors in Anthropology in 2013.

Jill resides in Somerville with her many plants and is also a

steering committee member of the Coalition of Racial Equity

(CORE) in Mental Health, and the co-founder and immediate past

chair of the MA Municipal DEI Coalition.

Jill  Harvey (she/her(s)) served as the

inaugural Director of the Diversity,

Equity & Inclusion Division of Health &

Human Services for the Town of

Arlington, MA.  When her aspirations of

becoming an archaeologist shifted, Jill

pursued her passions of social justice

and advocacy work. She will be stepping

MEET OUR BRANCH
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BRANCH PRESIDENT- JILLIAN HARVEY



Jillian Harvey

Doug Carr

Reverend David Kilpatrick

Gregory Bartlett

Clarence "Ed" Ligon

Donna Haynes

Zane Crute

President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

Immediate Past President

EXECUTIVE BOARD

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Education Committee

Environmental Justice Committee

Housing & Economic Development Committee

Membership & Outreach Committee

Political Action Committee

Rapid Response Committee

Reparations Committee

Youth Council

Gregory Bartlett

Erga Pierrette

Donna Haynes

Gordon McIntosh

Kashawna Harling

Doug Carr

Patty Shepard

James Austin

ELECTED MEMBERS AT LARGE

Pearl Morrison

Regina Caines

Dee Dale

Dotty Gomez

Jennifer Yanco

MEET OUR BRANCH
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Winchester Hospital proudly

supports the NAACP Mystic

Valley Branch in their fight for

equality, civil rights, and

community support for the

Mystic Valley Region.

https://winchesterhospital.org

https://winchesterhospital.org/
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Mass Schedule: October - May

Saturday: 4:00 PM

Sunday:  7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:30 AM & 5:00 PM

Daily Mass: Wednesday-Saturday at 8:00 AM

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

512 High Street, Medford, MA 02155

Phone:  781-488-5444

We choose to be 
a liberal religious community, 

welcoming to all.
We encourage each other 
on our spiritual journeys,

Support one another 
through the changes in our lives,

And challenge the excesses 
and injustices of our time.

Called to love 
and upheld by joy, 
we live our faith.

—Adopted by the congregation 
March 28, 2010

Come worship with us every
Sunday morning at 10 am, at
630 Mass Ave or on Zoom.

www.firstparish.info



456 High St, Medford, MA 02155
(781) 393-0539
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

82 Newton Road
Plaistow, NH

603-974-7279
info@sweethillfarm.com

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwUsOQDAQANDYcgjdWJtG9XcEtxhmKoJWWpIe33ttN-6jfAkeOAs0foBqHU9GMynF1oR58lDJrWhQbzI4VNKppS_HHvH9MouIxyUKXimKmymkTOLGHzIJGrQ&q=signature+nail+salon+medford+ma&oq=signature+Nail+S&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j46i175i199i512l2j0i131i433i512j46i175i199i512j0i512l2j46i175i199i512j0i512.6304j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
mailto:info@sweethillfarm.com
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Stop & Shop
760 Fellsway

Medford, MA 02155
781-391-5869

White People 
Challenging Racism:
MOVING FROM TALK TO ACTION

Sharing the knowledge, skills,
and resources to stand up
against racism since 1999.

You’ll leave with new skills, new supports, and a clearer
vision for bringing justice to your world.

WPCR-Boston.org

Special Thanks to 
Finish the Frame Photography

For capturing this wonderful event!
Photos by Nate Coker-Kallon

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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THANK YOU

Thank you for joining us! We hope you enjoyed the
program and hope to see you soon!

Learn more about the Mystic Valley Area Branch
NAACP and join us in the fight for civil Rights!

www.mva-naacp.org
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ABOUT THE BRANCH

The Mystic Valley Area Branch's roots lie in the work of
civic leaders from the West Medford community. The
late Rev. Oscar Phillips of the Shiloh Baptist Church and
Mr. Wallace Kountze, who was elected the branch’s
first President, were the branch's early leaders. In
August of 1977 they sent a list of 97 new members to
the National office of the NAACP to apply for our own
Charter. In October of 1977 the national office
recognized Medford as an official branch.

Young members were a significant part of the new
branch. A sufficient number of young people signed up
to create a youth group within a year of the adult
branch’s formation.

The Medford Branch ultimately changed its name to
the Mystic Valley Area Branch, to grow and incorporate
the energy from neighboring communities wanting to
become active in civil rights advocacy.

The Mystic Valley Area Branch is a part of a powerful,
larger national organization, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, NAACP who's
vision is to ensure a society in which all individuals have
equal rights without discrimination based on race.
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ARE YOU READY
TO VOTE?

Make sure you have a plan:

Vote in person during early voting or on
election day, November 5th
Be sure to bring a valid ID
Find out ahead of time where your polling
location is using this QR code

Red informational ballot booklets have been
sent to registered voters
Be sure to review the booklet and  do your
research on candidates and ballot questions
View the Massachusetts Information for
Voters 2024 Ballot Booklet using the QR
code

Know what you are voting on:


